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i'm christina brown with breaking news we have just learned here in the msnbc newsroom that senator ted 
kennedy has lost his battle to cancer senator kennedy was 77 years old again this is just coming into the 
msnbc newsroom you may remember it was just a year ago that senator kennedy was diagnosed with a 
malignant brain tumor and we are just learning again just moments ago that senator ted kennedy has lost his 
battle with cancer we will of course continue to bring you details as we find out more information surrounding 
his death senator kennedy was diagnosed in may of 2008 with a malignant brain tumor he'd actually suffered 
his most recent seizure on january 20. you may remember on the day of the inauguration of president obama 
last month it's reported that he and his excuse me he and his wife had traveled to florida where he was 
receiving numerous forms of treatment to to battle this brain tumor and again as i just mentioned we are now 
getting new information that senator ted kennedy losing his battle to brain cancer known as the liberal lion of 
the senate where he was a major force for decades in the senate first elected in 1962 and of course the the 
brother of former president john f kennedy we will continue to bring you additional details again right now 
msnbc reporting that senator kennedy at age 77 has died losing his battle to cancer you're looking at images 
of senator kennedy speaking at the democratic national convention senator kennedy a true lion of the senate 
a real force part of the the kennedy family the the royal political family if you will 
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the royal political family if you will of america at age 77 losing his battle to cancer again this is christina brown 
with breaking news about senator ted kennedy one of several brothers of the famed kennedy family who has 
had a long life and legacy who has affected this country not only politically but also as a humanitarian you 
may remember just not too long ago his sister eunice eunice kennedy shriver died at the age of 82. 
unfortunately senator kennedy was not well enough to attend his sister's funeral but as i mentioned not too 
long ago msnbc again confirming that senator kennedy has lost lost his battle to cancer again my name is 
christina brown we have breaking news that ted kennedy has died no more on senator kennedy's life and 
legacy from emma from nbc excuse me john yang we will bring you that detailed story from john yang in just 
a few moments right now what we are talking about is senator kennedy's passing edward m kennedy the 
husband the father the grandfather and brother and uncle who we love so deeply this is a statement coming 
from the family died late tuesday night at his home in hyannisport as you can imagine there are so many 
people not only within this family but across the country that have been touched by senator kennedy and the 
the kennedy family in general again this is the kennedy family statement edward m kennedy the husband 
father grandfather brother and uncle we loved so deeply died late tuesday night at home in hyannisport 
we've lost the irreplaceable center of our family and joyous light in our lives but the 
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and joyous light in our lives but the inspiration of his faith optimism and perseverance will live on in our 
hearts forever with the the statement continues we thank everyone who gave him care and support over this 
last year and everyone who stood with him for so many years in his tireless march for progress toward 
justice right now we have kelly o'donnell joining us live on the phone kelly can you hear me hi there kelly yes 
hello this is something that so many of us have known was going to come at some point but this is again as i 
mentioned the the lion of the senate he was a lionheart in so many ways and was fighting this battle with 
cancer for such a very long time kelly can you give us a sense right now as to you Know what you are 
hearing uh from family and friends well we have been in touch with close associates and people who have 
been with senator kennedy in recent days and there has been a deep sense that this would be coming but 
many people i spoke to said that they believed it was not imminent we were told on a number of occasions 
that they did not anticipate that there would be a swift and sudden passing which is what we believe 
happened tonight by example we recall when just a couple of weeks ago his sister eunice kennedy shriver 
she was in failing health and the family was able to gather round to spend time with her and to each in their 
own way Say a farewell before she passed we had been given some indication by those close to senator 
kennedy that that would happen in his case if they had an indication that his death would be imminent we did 
not get that sense today i was in touch with his office today we had no indication that the end would be so 
near it has been a long battle he was diagnosed last year after on may 17 2008 he suffered a seizure at his 
home in hyannisport he was taken to the hospital then a battle battle of tests were done 
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battle battle of tests were done and the brain cancer was diagnosed he went through some very aggressive 
treatment he chose to take that course he had assembled a group of experts at his home because he had 
been fighting health care in a public way for so many years he had access to a lot of great minds when it 
comes to cancer he also had very personal ties his son edward kennedy jr suffered cancer as a young boy 
lost his leg to cancer his daughter cara his oldest child also is a lung cancer survivor so the family has dealt 
with this issue ted kennedy then assembled that panel decided to have aggressive treatment he went to 
duke medical center had surgery and then continued with a course of radiation and chemotherapy at 
massachusetts general i covered the senate for nbc news and the last time i saw him was in february when 
he came for a vote i had an opportunity to speak to him then we had a nice conversation and he had the 
classic ted kennedy smile the warmth he looked very good at that time although there was some of course 
declining health and there were many senators who i've talked to even in recent days who had hoped that he 
would be able to return for a vote on health care should that come to pass in the fall that was an important 
marker for him he called it the cause of his life to try to see some form of health care reform take place in the 
senate so that's been a big part of his public life he has been missed greatly by many in the legislative 
process who have said if ted kennedy were present perhaps the conversation about health care would have 
taken some different turns and that he might have been more successful in reaching out in a bipartisan way 
those are some of the remembrances that we've been hearing of late of course ted kennedy a controversial 
figure for many people there were some very difficult periods of his life when he was known for a very 
troubling time back in july 1969 when he drove his automobile off of a bridge at an island called 
chappaquiddick that word has become synonymous for a very unfortunate period in his life he had a 
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unfortunate period in his life he had a passenger in that car mary jo kopechny she died in that accident ted 
kennedy failed to report that accident for about nine hours and he was cited for that that was really an event 
in his life that probably made a pursuit of the presidency impossible prior to that he was always considered a 
potential contender for the democratic nomination following his brothers john and robert who of course were 
both killed by assassins after july 1969 that seemed very unlikely ted kennedy then did run for president in 
1980 he challenged a sitting democrat jimmy carter and he did not do well in the primaries he won a few of 
the races but jimmy carter went on to win the nomination and it was at the 1980 convention that ted kennedy 


had one of his most famous speeches where he talked about the hope goes on the dream endures and it 
was one of the most important quotes of his time and that's something we saw him sort of put a fresh coat on 
when he stood for barack obama at the democratic convention in 2008 that was a very emotional moment it 
was almost in a way the final public tribute to ted kennedy the democratic national committee had prepared a 
video his niece caroline kennedy introduced him in front of the democratic crowd there was a rousing 
reception and a room filled with kennedy signs and he endorsed barack obama and gave what will now be 
known as his last big public speech we also saw him here in washington in march when his birthday became 
the point of celebration at the kennedy center the president and many others attended a gala affair to mark 
his 77th birthday he was born in 1932 and the event was held in march of this year a little after his birthday 
so for ted kennedy this has been a long period of having the opportunity that his brothers did not have and 
that is to feel the appreciation from those who cared about him and supported him to see in many ways the 
tributes to his life happen and he's had that over these last months and the family has as well 
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and the family has as well people close to senator kennedy have uh have not wanted to talk about his 
condition we have seen him in public recently there was a brief glimpse of him at his sister's services he 
attended the private family mass he did not attend the public events for eunice kennedy shriver and he has 
also been actually out on his sailboat quite frequently over the course of the many months of his 
convalescence and over the winter months he went from hyannisport massachusetts down to miami florida 
hoping the better weather might allow him to have more opportunity to go sailing so as recently as early 
august we saw pictures of him going out on the sailboat with his wife vicki his second wife we married in 
1992. ted kennedy of course is survived by three children two step children his wife victoria his sister gene 
and many many nieces and nephews and as you know he really served his father to our viewers on the 
msnbc network we now join our viewers on the network we have breaking news that ted kennedy i'm 
christina brown we have breaking news senator ted kennedy has died at the age of 77 senator ted kennedy 
has lost his battle with cancer he died late tuesday night in hyannis port again senator ted kennedy has died 
the 77-year-old losing his battle to cancer senator kennedy was diagnosed in may 2008 with a malignant 
brain tumor and had suffered his most recent seizure on january 20th at a vip luncheon at the capitol 
following president obama's inauguration but late tuesday night early wednesday morning senator kennedy 
once again losing his battle to cancer 
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once again losing his battle to cancer at the age of 77. this is a breaking news update on nbc this is christina 
brown joining our viewers once again on msnbc bringing you up to speed on the breaking news story that we 
have been covering for quite some time now news of senator ted Kennedy's passing senator ted kennedy 
losing his battle to cancer at the age of 77. kelly o'donnell was on the phone with me just uh just a few 
moments ago kelly are you still there yes i am kelly i'm sorry i didn't mean to interrupt you like that you have 
been covering the senate and this senator for many many years specifically you were talking about this 
person that we know not only as a lion of the senate but the lion of our hearts in many ways battling for the 
hearts and minds of america on a number of different issues but really the issue that so many of us will 
remember this senator for is the issue of health care and no greater battle perhaps is being waged right now 
on the senate floor and also the congressional halls then this issue of health care as we talk about all that 
that this senator has been fighting personally as he tried to win this battle against health care win this battle 
excuse me against cancer can you give us any sense at this point how will this man's legacy be 
characterized is it even too soon to talk about that at this moment well i don't think it's too soon because it is 
such an enormous scope of public life that i think the legacy has been forming since we heard about his 
terminal diagnosis more than a year ago and part of what ted kennedy has seen over these many months is 
that there has been a greater tendency to look at his accomplishments to honor his service and some of the 
years when he was much more strongly criticized he was often 
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more strongly criticized he was often the democrat that republicans most like to oppose much of that has 
settled down and some of the more difficult periods of his life where he has acknowledged publicly some of 
those kind of inappropriate behavior he actually spoke publicly about some of the failings of his personal life 
he spoke about chappaquiddick as i mentioned earlier some of that has been put to the side right now as 
people have looked at his wider legacy when you mention health care while he has not seen the final 
conclusion of whatever bill may take place in the fall one of the bills dealing with health care right now bears 
his name but over the years that he has been in the senate 47 years he has contributed many things in 
health care for example a number of the programs that provide health care to children in states across the 
country he had a very strong hand it he also had many many bills 2500 bills and a remarkable 300 pieces of 
legislation were enacted into law that bore his name or he was strongly influential that's an enormous 
number and in part that is because of his nearly 47 years of service but many in the senate in both parties 
would say that he really became a master legislator he understood how to compromise and he was very 
aggressive in trying to put legislation through a whole range of things that would be a part of the traditional 
liberal platform for example the right to vote at age 18 that was part of his agenda most recently we saw the 
fda taking over control of tobacco products being able to put a warning on that that was part of ted kennedy's 
work education the no child left behind where he worked with president bush on that that was one of the 
things that he was able to work on the americans with disabilities act family leave when you have a member 
of your family that suffers a serious illness being able to take time off from work he was a vigilant fighter on 
behalf of increasing the minimum wage 
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increasing the minimum wage so there are many many areas where there is a powerful legacy of legislation 
where ted kennedy had a large imprint and certainly in the larger sense of american political life the kennedy 
family has been unmatched in its in its wide scope in the way people have felt about the family both those 
who have been intense admirers and those who have been critical so ted kennedy pla really plays a unique 
role and with his passing we lose a piece of history that will go with him now one of the interesting things he 
has completed a memoir that is going to be published probably in three weeks or so it was originally set for 
an october release date then it has been moved up to mid-september and his memoir which is roughly 650 
pages will provide some insights that we had never known before from ted kennedy reflecting on his life in 
american politics and in his family life as well so that will give us some insight into legacy that we have not 
had up until now nicole by chris eliza from the washington post when talking about the book the last lion the 
fallen rise of ted kennedy apparently there's a part in the book in which he talks about joe kennedy the 
patriarch of this family in talking about ted apparently his father says about his son that ted was the most 
attractive politically of the brothers the best looking the best speaker though not as smart as the rest and of 
course you know in this line here he is he's joking and and in the washington post article goes on to talk 
about joe kennedy never being one to mince words but he was certainly also never one to mistake the 
talents of his sons the talents of really all of the family members but specifically with regards to their their 
future in in politics and and how their their fingerprints on american politics has been affected and will be 
affected for for really many years and decades to come 
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okay we no longer have uh kelly o'donnell uh okay anyway uh kelly as i was mentioning in talking about uh 
the the senator and and how he like his brothers and uh like his father were a family that they had staked 
their future in in politics and and the effects of that are effects that we will continue continue to to feel well the 
strong family dynasty that word was often applied to the kennedys really goes back to joseph kennedy who 
saw in his sons the opportunity to have the first catholic president of the united states at first he put all that 
ambition on his eldest son joseph who was killed in world war ii as a navy pilot then of course that was 
transferred to john f kennedy who succeeded to the presidency kelly i certainly do not mean to interrupt you 
kelly but once again to our viewers on the msnbc side please stand by while we are joined by our viewers on 
the nbc network [Music] i'm christina brown with breaking news we have received word that massachusetts 
senator ted kennedy has died senator kennedy was 77 years old senator kennedy was diagnosed in may 


2008 with a malignant brain tumor late tuesday night he lost his battle to cancer you may remember in 
january of this year he had suffered his most recent seizure at a luncheon following the president's 
inauguration he died in hyannis port this morning where he was continuing to fight this battle against against 
cancer 
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this battle against against cancer a new biography of the senator with schedule or new autobiography 
weather was scheduled to come out next month right now we're going to go to john yang who gives us a 
better look at senator senator kennedy what he was about and also certainly what his legacy will continue to 
be about john yang the work goes on the cause endures the hope still lives and the dream shall never die 
edward kennedy's hopes and dreams of becoming president were never realized dashed in large part by a 
tragic accident and resulting scandal that would haunt him for years despite it he became one of the most 
influential and productive legislators of his time a champion of liberal causes even when they were out of 
fashion he was a true senator who used that institution to create all sorts of things he cared about went 
across party lines and really was able to make that senate work in the way that it should be working the 
youngest of four boys whose rich and powerful father was determined that the first catholic president be 
named kennedy edward moore kennedy lived to be the oldest surviving brother in his 20s and 30s he was in 
his brother's shadows following them to harvard running his brother john's senate reelection campaign 
working to elect him to the white house and then winning john's senate seat as soon as he was old enough 
to serve when the slain president was buried he walked behind his brother robert when robert was killed in 
1968 while running for president edward kennedy led the mourners the youngest son was now the patriarch 
then came chappaquiddick he was behind the wheel when his car went off a bridge late at night the young 
woman in the car died kennedy didn't report the accident for nine hours a lapse he called indefensible critics 
said it raised questions about his fitness to be president it was the beginning of the end of his marriage even 
his future in the senate 
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marriage even his future in the senate was in doubt i would understand full well why some might think it right 
for me to resign for me this will be a difficult decision to make but massachusetts voters would not forsake a 
kennedy he remained a perennial presidential possibility until he took himself out of the 1988 race i know that 
this decision means that i may never be president but the pursuit of the presidency is not my life public 
services he devoted himself to his senate work teaming with republicans to pass legislation on health care 
civil rights and education in 1992 his son patrick was elected to the house extending the dynasty with a rare 
capitol hill father-son team kennedy would remarry and become the father of young stepchildren to the end 
he was the family leader a role that involved more public mourning for his former sister-in-law jacqueline 
kennedy onassis for his nephew john kennedy jr in 2008 he invoked the family name endorsing barack 
obama likening him to another young charismatic first term senator elected president before he was ever 
born john kennedy later that year came stunning news he was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor and 
underwent surgery but that didn't deter him from doing what he could for obama even at the risk of his own 
health leaving a hospital bed to make another stirring convention speech the work begins anew the hope 
rises again and the dream lives on and on the day barack obama became the 44th president kennedy 
braved the elements to attend the ceremony only to end up in the hospital after suffering a seizure kennedy 
never fulfilled what many saw as his family destiny but found fulfillment at the other end of pennsylvania 
avenue on capitol hill john yang nbc news 
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on capitol hill john yang nbc news washington and kelly o'donnell joins us live now on the phone you know 

kelly this was something that so many of us knew at some point was going to come but certainly no one was 
thinking that it was going to be imminent what can you tell us with regards to friends family and those closest 
to the senator well we had had mixed reports there had been frankly a lot of rumblings and rumors about his 


health a lot of observations because there were some photos of ted kennedy as he headed out to go sailing 
with family and he did look more frail but at age 77 more than a year of cancer vigorous cancer treatment 
that was to be expected people close to him had told me on many occasions that they did not sense that 
there was anything imminent that's as recently as within the last day or two so as we learn more once the 
family is more comfortable telling us more about how this unfolded we may have greater insight but some of 
the people that i talked to said they had hoped that there would be an opportunity to bring the family together 
okay thank you so much that was kelly o'donnell joining us live on the phone now that concludes our special 
report on the nbc network to our msnbc viewers please stand by [Music] i'm christina brown continuing our 
breaking news coverage of the death of senator ted kennedy senator ted kennedy dying late tuesday night in 
high hannesport losing his battle to cancer a statement from the kennedy family reads edward m kennedy 
the husband father grandfather brother and uncle we love so deeply died late tuesday night at home in 
hyannis port we've lost the irreplaceable center of our family and joyous light of our lives but the 
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and joyous light of our lives but the inspiration of his faith optimism and perseverance will live on in our 
hearts forever we thank everyone who gave him care and support over this last year and everyone who 
stood with him for so many years in his tireless march toward progress toward justice fairness and 
opportunity for all he loved this country and he devoted his life to serving it he always believed that our best 
days were still ahead but it's hard to imagine any of them without him that statement coming from the 
kennedy family early this wednesday morning after the death of 77-year-old senator ted kennedy again this 
is christina brown following our breaking news here on msnbc receiving word tonight the massachusetts 
senator ted kennedy has died he turned 77 on february 22nd in may 2008 he was diagnosed with a 
malignant brain tumor over the past year he has undergone surgery treating that tumor in his brain 
aggressive chemotherapy and radiation but we now know that all of this simply was not enough you may 
remember on the the afternoon of the inauguration on january 20th at a vip luncheon the senator suffered his 
most recent seizure following president obama's inauguration late tuesday night he died at his home in 
hyannis port kelly o'donnell again joining us on the line who has really been giving us a sense as to what has 
been going on for those around senator kennedy those who had a better sense as to what was going on and 
and kelly as you were mentioning just a few moments ago one of the things that so many of us were 
speculating was just how 
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speculating was just how much longer perhaps could this lie in this lion of the senate the lion of the heart um 
hold on and as you mentioned one of the things that uh people were not quite prepared for uh was the 
thought of his death being imminent kelly well we have certainly been talking to people close to senator 
kennedy and those who certainly were very concerned about the course of his treatment in many ways what 
he was able to do really outpaced any doctors expectations in may of 2008 when he received the diagnosis 
of brain cancer it was very grave indeed especially for someone in his late 70s 76 at that time and doctors 
generally not those particularly treating his case but generally spoke of the fact that it could just be a matter 
of months so for the fact that ted kennedy lived roughly 15 months longer many people saw as a sign of 
great resilience and of fight if you will in recent weeks and months there has been a bit less from senator 
kennedy in terms of communication from his office for example earlier on this year when there would be 
news of the day that was of particular interest to him we would hear from some of his close associates and 
aides about senator kennedy following those developments we've seen less of that in recent days notably 
just a week or so ago he sent a letter to the governor of massachusetts and the top two legislators in the 
state asking them to consider a change of succession for the u.s senate seat in massachusetts and he did 
that because he was concerned that in the event of his own death although that was not expressly written in 
a letter he simply referred to a possible vacancy he was concerned that the state of massachusetts would 
not have that additional voice and vote as he described it now john kerry is the senior senator for 
massachusetts so that was an indication that he was looking ahead to a point when he would no longer be 
able to serve but even then close aid said 
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but even then close aid said the letter was not an indication of any imminent deterioration now what we won't 
know is whether that was a truly accurate reflection at the time if people were even able to assess that but 
now looking back his letter was in fact closer to the end than we might have anticipated it was an aggressive 
disease a very difficult disease to cope with and he sought all of the available treatment one of the things that 
he spoke openly about is being from a family with considerable means a multi-millionaire that he had access 
to health care that perhaps others would not have and he tied that into the public conversation about health 
care and that he had resources that others did not have and he was concerned about that so he sought out 
the most aggressive treatments over the summer uh his son patrick kennedy who is a congressman from 
rhode island spoke to reporters at the time when president obama gave senator kennedy the medal of 
freedom which is the highest honor for a civilian senator kennedy was not at the white house to receive it 
earlier this month but his three children were there and patrick Kennedy actually remarked in looking at that 
important award saying that it had almost been a gift to have the extra time over the summer to spend with 
his father to share stories that the family had because of the awareness of how aggressive this disease was 
a chance to have all of those conversations to say all the things that needed to be said and as we've been 
discussing christina he had an opportunity to hear the public tributes as well which many people do not have 
that benefit of being able to sense what they meant to their family friends and the greater community and ted 
kennedy certainly had that opportunity and as we've talked about there has been kind of a revision of looking 
at kennedy's life there were some difficult days especially in the 70s and in more recent years with age many 
credit his marriage to victoria reggie kennedy as bringing stability to his life that he was able to recapture 
some of 
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that he was able to recapture some of what made ted kennedy in his best way a great contributor to public 
life so he has been a complex american figure one who has drawn great admiration great criticism he's 
achieved things very few have in the whole course of the united states senate he is the third longest serving 
member only robert byrd of west virginia who is currently still in the senate who is the most senior member 
ted kennedy has really a unique place in history in part that is because he he was elected to serve filling a 
seat that had been held by his brother john f kennedy at the age of 30 which is the minimum age required to 
be a member of the senate so he got in as early as one could and he had a very long and very highly 
recognized and certainly a career that had enormous impact when covering the senate as i've been doing 
clearly ted kennedy has been the most iconic figure there for a very very long time and his colleagues both 
democrats and republicans have been more than willing to say that he will be deeply missed and that they 
respected his work and his commitment and that over the course of the decades of public service that he 
made contributions and we will certainly see much more of that discussed in these coming days we don't 
know any specifics yet about services or about what will take place i would imagine that there will be services 
both in massachusetts and washington and as we learn more about those details christine i will certainly 
bring that to you all right thank you so much kelly kelly i want to also share with our audience a statement 
that has just come in from mrs ronald reagan she tells us today from los angeles california i was terribly 
saddened to hear of the death of ted kennedy tonight given our political differences again this statement 
coming from nancy reagan former president ronald reagan's wife she continues to say given our political 
differences people are sometimes surprised by how close ronnie and i have been to the kennedy family but 
ronnie and ted could always 
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family but ronnie and ted could always find common ground and they had great respect for one another in 
recent years ted and i found comment found our own common ground in stem cell research and i considered 
him an ally and a dear friend i will miss him my heart goes out to vicki and the entire kennedy family right 
now we want to go to a story prepared by kelly o'donnell with more details about this great senator senator 
ted kennedy passing at the age of 77 here's nbc's kelly o'donnell the work goes on the cause endures the 


hope still lives and the dream shall never die edward kennedy's hopes and dreams of becoming president 
were never realized dashed in large part by a tragic accident and resulting scandal that would haunt him for 
years despite it he became one of the most influential and productive legislators of his time a champion of 
liberal causes even when they were out of fashion his reputation spanned the globe i want to announce 
awarded by her majesty the queen on behalf of the british people an honorary knighthood for sir edward 
kennedy his son or rhode island congressman patrick kennedy acknowledged the honor he was a true 
senator who used that institution to create all sorts of things he cared about went across party lines and 
really was able to make that senate work in the way that it should be working the youngest of the four boys 
whose rich and powerful father was determined that the first catholic president be named kennedy edward 
moore kennedy lived to be the oldest surviving brother in his 20s and 30s he was in his brother's shadows 
following them to harvard running his brother john's senate re-election campaign working to elect him to the 
white house and then winning john's senate seat as soon as he was old enough to serve 


00:36:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=EAY54k4tfPl&t=2162s 





as soon as he was old enough to serve when the slain president was buried he walked beside his brother 
robert when robert was killed in 1968 while running for president edward kennedy led the mourners the 
youngest son was now the patriarch then came chappaquiddick he was behind the wheel when his car went 
off a bridge late at night the young woman in the car died kennedy didn't report the accident for nine hours a 
lapse he called indefensible critics said it raised questions about his fitness to be president it was the 
beginning of the end of his marriage even his future in the senate was in doubt i would understand full why 
some might think it right for me to resign for me this will be a difficult decision to make but massachusetts 
voters would not forsake a kennedy he remained a perennial presidential possibility until he took himself out 
of the 1988 race i know that this decision means that i may never be president but the pursuit of the 
presidency is not my life public services she devoted himself to his senate work teaming with republicans to 
pass legislation on health care civil rights and education in 1994 his son patrick was elected to the house 
extending the dynasty with a rare capitol hill father and son team kennedy would marry a second time and 
became stepfather to young children to the end he was the family leader a role that involved more public 
mourning for his former sister-in-law jacqueline kennedy onassis for his nephew john kennedy jr in 2008 he 
invoked the family name endorsing barack obama likening him to another young charismatic first term 
senator elected president before he was ever born john kennedy later that year came stunning news he was 
diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor and underwent surgery 
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tumor and underwent surgery but that didn't deter him from doing what he could for obama even at the risk of 
his own health leaving a hospital bed to make another stirring convention speech the work begins anew the 
hope rises again and the dream lives on and on the day barack obama became the 44th president kennedy 
braved the elements to attend the ceremony only to end up in the hospital after suffering a seizure less than 
four weeks later he was back at the capitol to vote for president obama's stimulus package kennedy never 
fulfilled what many saw as his family destiny but found fulfillment at the other end of pennsylvania avenue on 
capitol hill kelly o'donnell nbc news washington and kelly o'donnell joining us live on the phone right now 
kelly you have covered this senator for many many years what more can you tell us about about what 
happened late tuesday night well christine i just received word from someone close to senator kennedy that 
members of the extended kennedy family were coming into my into hyannis massachusetts this evening 
throughout the evening so the family did have a sense that there was a need to get to his bedside members 
of his immediate family were with him at the time of his passing and so some of the extended kennedy family 
was able to be there and be with him at the time of his death i'm told by sources close to the kennedys that 
details on arrangements how a funeral memorial services and those things that will unfold those will not be 
made public for the next day or so as the family finalizes its arrangements but what we had talked about 
earlier christina would there be an opportunity for members of that very very large extended family to say 
their goodbyes and what we're now learning is that there was some extended family beyond his children and 
his wife and grandchildren 
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his wife and grandchildren some of those extended family members were able to get to his side which i'm 
sure was a comfort for the family and does give us some insight that they knew that it was an important and 
critical time for the family to gather christina certainly the family has just recently come together for the death 
of his sister eunice shriver certainly emotionally it must be an extremely charged environment knowing that 
here they are coming back again coming back together again this time this time for the death of their their 
father their grandfather their uncle their friend this time for senator ted kennedy i understand we now have uh 
brian williams on the line with us brian christina thanks uh for having me i have been watching the coverage 
these past few minutes and what occurs to me is that a whole lot of americans will kind of mark the end of an 
era in their lives by this event because he's the last of the kennedy men um think of the family members he 
buried during his time on earth his own brush with death a small plane crash in massachusetts having been 
pulled out of the wreckage by then fellow senator birch by chappaquiddick as we've talked about but we 
watched as the children gene kennedy smith now the only survivor the children of ambassador joseph and 
rose kennedy grew up always called to the point of cliche american royalty this wealthy family from 
massachusetts to the manor born yet driven almost instinctively to public service a lot of it of course was ina 
political cast in one of the remembrances i've prepared for our broadcast i point out ted kennedy raised 
almost as much money for republican causes as the enemy as he did for the democrats 
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as the enemy as he did for the democrats and his endorsement was so widely cherished and valued 
including by the new president barack obama but this really is the end of an era in american politics he was 
the last post fdr unreconstructed national liberal in in national politics is it too soon brian at this point to even 
discuss legacy i think that's i think we've had enough notice with the senator's illness and remember the the 
seizure at the inauguration was really the last health event in the public eye he did a lot of his suffering a lot 
of his treatment in private as he tried to enjoy the sea as he tried to enjoy his family but a lot of these past 
few months have been spent in seclusion up in hyannis port most of the locals have been you know 
kennedy's are a way of life up there some pictures have emerged on the internet and before i go too far i 
want to remember earlier this afternoon at 2 30 this afternoon i was handed a an item of unknown exact 
origin from an irish publication reporting the senator had received the last rights of the catholic church today 
and because we could not confirm it factually we kind of digested it and and took it in stride and tried to find 
out how accurate it was that does not always mean death is imminent sometimes it does but i'm standing 
here now remembering that item earlier today back to your question we've had enough time to reflect on this 
senator's career it was clear to enough viewers of the democratic convention last time around that he was 
undergoing 
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last time around that he was undergoing a health challenge we knew his brain cancer was inoperable at the 
end of the day and he has been a missing presence on this health care debate to the extent that i think a lot 
of people have had time to reflect on the impact this 77 year old senator this last surviving original kennedy 
man has had and yet we know brian not too long ago in fact just a few days that the senator sent a letter to 
the governor of massachusetts to consider a change of succession so that the state of massachusetts would 
have an additional voice and vote now even though in that letter there were no specific words or language 
that spoke to his illness but certainly he was definitely thinking of the the days and the the months that would 
come when massachusetts would not have senator kennedy championing their cause on the senate floor so 
he was clearly thinking of the people but also his his last if you will his last measure movement as senator 
with that attempt to ensure that there was some sort of change of succession to the law there in 
massachusetts that's right christine it was almost a kind of new england stoicism it was a fairly plain spoken 
statement that said in effect you folks should be talking about who should take over this seat because i'm not 
going to live forever and little did we know just days ago he had just days to go he wanted there to be some 
sort of preparation some sort of public discussion this is as kelly pointed out third longest held senate seat in 


the history of the republic and the history of the institution this has been the kennedy seat in the u.s senate 
from the bay state as as long as most americans have been around and this will be a huge change in 
direction if not only in name 
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direction if not only in name and again we are bringing you breaking news live details regarding the death of 
senator ted kennedy senator ted kennedy losing his battle to cancer at the age of 77 right now nbc nightly 
news anchor brian williams joining me on the phone live this morning brian you have covered politics and 
certainly covered senator senator kennedy for quite some time can you give me a sense kind of personally 
uh just what your thoughts were when you first heard of these news it has me thinking that i'm talking to you 
from home and in another room somewhere in a box where i keep such things i have correspondence over 
the years with senator kennedy just about every media figure spent any degree of time in washington must 
have a similar collection there's the letter the day he just uh decided to write me and say that he was a fan of 
a regular segment on nbc nightly it was called making a difference and and uh just a just a letter he sat down 
and wrote to say good on you and thank you for highlighting the good works people do we had an exchange 
of letters after we lost our mutual friend colleague tim russert who i'm also thinking about tonight because of 
his deep interest in and deep study of the kennedy family and their roots in new england and their extension 
into national politics so um yes i mean he was uh you know used to be said in american politics very few 
people had the presence to walk in a room and even though you couldn't see them enter you could tell they 
were there heads turned there was a sense in the room and ted kennedy by dentist his name and reputation 
and the national meaning of that family had that ability and right now i i believe we also have uh tom brokaw 
on 
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believe we also have uh tom brokaw on the line with us right now we are hearing from brian williams talk 
about just the presence of senator kennedy we know tom that he was often referred to as the lion of the of 
the senate can you characterize what you're feeling tonight as you as you hear of the death of senator ted 
kennedy well i think everybody's been prepared for it for some time because we knew that this was a 
condition that would not have a happy ending the kennedys have been a part of our lives now for more than 
a half a century in every conceivable way and triumph and tragedy and terrible accidents in in ted's case of 
course he went through the assassination of two of his brothers there was talk early on that he would be the 
heir and would get to the white house himself he failed in that effort personally he had his own difficulties of 
course the chappaquiddick and and then later is a very very well publicized divorce so he's a man who's 
lived out in front of not just television cameras but public consciousness for a long long time and when he 
came to this stage in his life there was an enormous outpouring of of sympathy for for him because he had 
arrived at a different stage as the line of the senate as you described him the man who knew how to get 
things done just this past sunday and meet the press orrin hatch was saying that he think he thought that if 
ted kennedy were still around that they would make greater advances in getting health care done because 
he would have found a way to get it done and as we as we talk about the legacy of senator kennedy 
obviously the big question is we look 
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obviously the big question is we look ahead and it's hard to imagine anyone trying to fill the shoes of this 
senator and certainly the legacy that this family has not only politically but philanthropically on this family but 
can you can you give us a sense at what point do we do we start looking ahead are there individuals that we 
can look to and say that by their actions they exemplify some of the the things or policies the standards that 
were laid before us through senator ted kennedy's efforts well i think in so many ways that uncle teddy as he 
was known affectionately by all of his nephews and nieces that those nephews and nieces in their own ways 
now our former colleague and my dear friend maria shriver we just lost her mother eunice who was so close 
teddy and in her own way was orionis in american public service maria and ted's own son patrick and the 


other members of the family bobby kennedy jr who is so active in the environmental work and a number of 
other of ethel's children including chris in chicago is thinking about running for the united states senate so i 
think that this next generation is prepared to step in to whatever void is left by senator kennedy but he was 
unique it took him a long time to get to this stage in his life but people i think however they felt about him 
personally now recognize that he made an enormous contribution to the country and brian even though over 
this past year obviously most or if not all of his time had been dedicated to battling this tumor battling this 
disease 
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disease we certainly know that he was still actively trying to push forward policy that was important to him 
and as we just mentioned a few moments ago as recent as you know a few days ago in sending that letter to 
the governor of massachusetts to ensure that someone was there to to fill his seat should there no longer be 
a senator ted kennedy absolutely but as of course is always the case when there is an illness surrounding a 
prominent public figure the veil comes down the curtain gets closed around the inner circle and we never 
know exactly how much or what is going on that's been the case for the last few i would argue months and 
weeks aside from sporadic photographs and counters the things those of us who were checking on him were 
being told by members of the extended kennedy family one family member said to me a few weeks ago that 
all this family member was certain about was that ted kennedy would not see november and that's been the 
quote i've been uh the operating thesis i've been approaching uh this coming event with but it was that 
presence in in his physical absence in that senate chamber and everyone it was was kind of romantic about 
would he return for this vote or another it was the the presence the aura uh the specter of ted kennedy uh 
that they were hoping to use to forge a compromise to get something done on on health care there were 
reports would president obama try to see him during his martha's vineyard vacation i think both sides were 
gently trying to give us a wave off on that and it may very well turn out that at the end here his physical 
condition would not have 
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his physical condition would not have withstood a visit and they knew that days ago right now i want to share 
a statement from nancy ray and she says i was terribly saddened to hear of the death of ted kennedy tonight 
given our political differences people are sometimes surprised by how close ronnie and i have been to the 
kennedy family but ronnie and ted could always find common ground and they had great respect for one 
another in recent years ted and i found our common ground in stem cell research and i considered him an 
ally and a dear friend i will miss him my heart goes out to vicki and the entire kennedy family you know tom 
this speaks to uh you know obviously you expect to hear from individuals who at one point may not have 
been your allies uh when trying to pursue your various political ventures but this certainly does speak to the 
impact and the the various levels and ways and people in which he was to able to find common ground the 
statement tonight coming in from nancy reagan senator kennedy looked very large in the public arena and he 
always had that ability to communicate across partisan lines and people probably don't remember this but at 
the beginning of the administration of george bush 43rd they got together on an education bill and that there 
was a real bond between the bush family which had its own sense of dynasty and the kennedy family that 
unraveled because of iraq and and other decisions that president bush the 43rd made along the way but i 
think that personally that they still were able to communicate with one another the thing about teddy and 
that's how everyone referred to him was that he uh he did have this enormous ability to make everybody 
laugh out loud and to come into a room and try to find 
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and to come into a room and try to find a way that they could advance the national interest together he was 
obviously a fiercely partisan man but he was not someone who used his own strong ideological sense to try 
to divide the country in any way he really did try to unify it in his actions as a senator i keep thinking of the 

times that i would be up on the hill and he would come into a room and there would be republican senators 


many of whom had run against him in effect in their own districts and he'd be over slapping their back and 
talking to him about the way this thing had happened on the hill with a roar of laughter and he would try to 
move things forward he was one of those who really did believe that the country had too many interests to 
advance to get into constant partisan warfare he'd been raised this way from the time that he could 
remember by his father and then watching his brother run for president actively campaigning for him and and 
being so close to bobby kennedy and losing all of them and he felt the public arena was a great and 
honorable calling and and try to do all that he could do advance the interest that he had but at the same time 
be aware of what the interests were of others joining us on the line right now is presidential historian michael 
beschloss first of all i want to say thank you for joining us this morning michael your thoughts after hearing of 
the passing of senator ted kennedy well one of the things we would never have imagined is that this is the 
only male kennedy of that generation who passed ultimately non-violently his oldest brother joe jr of course 
died a war hero in world war ii and john kennedy and robert kennedy 
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ii and john kennedy and robert kennedy of course died from assassin's bullets ted kennedy died young by 
most of our count 77 but oddly enough given the sacrifices by that family he lived longer than any of his 
brothers and senator ted kennedy we are now receiving a statement from senator orrin hatch this statement 
saying today america lost a great elder statesman a committed public servant and leader of the senate and 
today i lost a treasured friend ted kennedy was an iconic larger than life united states senator whose 
influence cannot be overstated many have come before and many will come after but ted kennedy's name 
will always be remembered as someone who lived and breathed the united states senate and the work 
completed within its chamber this statement coming in this morning from senator orrin hatch republican of 
utah michael again you're joining us on the line presidential historian you were saying that unlike the other 
kennedy brothers senator ted kennedy losing his his battle to cancer but losing his life in a non-violent way 
however senator kennedy i'm sure will be remembered so much more for how he will be excuse me will be 
remembered for so much more other than that however you cannot separate the legacy of the kennedy 
family in general when you are talking about senator kennedy michael absolutely and it's almost out of a 
novel because this is someone who came to the senate 1962 at the age of 30 elected in massachusetts he 
would have been the first to say on his brother's coattails the brother of the then president john kennedy and 
many you know people said you know this is just someone who's a member of a dynasty not likely to have a 
a long and storied history in american history but turned out to be the one of the three brothers jack bobby 
and ted 
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and ted who turned out to be the great senator john kennedy and robert kennedy both took the senate 
seriously but for most of the time they were in the senate had one eye on the white house and you know the 
senate was always sort of a way station in ted kennedy's case he grew up in a family where joe kennedy's 
father said you know the senate is fine the house is fine but the only thing that counts is in politics is the 
presidency and if you're not president nothing else really matters and ted kennedy was to some extent 
influenced by that finally ran for president of course in 1980 against jimmy carter in the primaries and lost 
and soon decided his place was not going to be in the white house but instead in the senate and the result is 
that in these you know what 47 years of service in the senate he was not only the great senator of the 
kennedy family but i think that if john kennedy as he did in the 1950s were part of a committee choosing the 
great senators in history to go on a wall of the capitol there is no question i think democrats and republicans 
today would agree ted kennedy would be one of those senators indeed keith olbermann is now joining us on 
the line thank you keith for joining us this morning this is very sad news but certainly not something that was 
entirely unexpected we know that after being diagnosed with this malignant tumor that the recovery rate it 
just certainly did not look good nevertheless i'm not sure anyone was truly ready to say goodbye to senator 
kennedy keith you know i i christina in in in the last few months i think it has been viewed almost by by those 


of us who have covered him uh and those of us who have benefited from his work on behalf of the nation as 
a as a as a gift that he was still there and his appearance at the inauguration um added such a uh such a 
tone of 
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um added such a uh such a tone of continuity to the process the the occasional appearances thereafter the 
statements that came from him even that letter released last week to governor patrick regarding his own 
eventual successor were strings of continuity that did provide that context of surprise and shock as as 
passing always does no matter how unexpected in this case i i'd love to pick up on michael beschloss's point 
there it really we had chris matthews and i had this conversation on the air a year ago during the democratic 
convention that the the irony of of the of the life of ted kennedy and the irony of the role of the kennedys in 
american history but here is this legendary truly i think that's the applicable word legendary president john f 
kennedy and a equally almost mythological figure in robert f kennedy and his role in american society and 
and the two joe kennedys before them of all of these people including this next generation of all of these 
kennedys in this extraordinary and perhaps singular american political history political family in american 
history the one with the greatest influence turned out to be the one who was always somewhat 
overshadowed by the others ted kennedy uh the the his his tenure in the senate was as michael bachelot 
just suggested he would be selected one of the however many you'd have top five senators top ten senators 
in a given span or in the history of the u.s senate and the the respect with which he has been held by by as 
you suggested and others have suggested this morning politicians and political figures of all considerations 
and stripes uh summarized by the idea that oran hatch who invoked his name over the weekend in the 
middle of this health care debate uh has kept a a painting of senator kennedy in 
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painting of senator kennedy in his office most of the last uh 10 15 years and it just there there are two people 
who you would say could not be more dissimilar in american politics particularly of the moment but in general 
and yet the reverence was there and i think history will continue to hold that kind of reverence for for the late 
senator kennedy williams who continues to join us in our live coverage of this breaking news story of the 
death of senator ted kennedy we have heard from a number of individuals including former president ronald 
reagan's wife nancy we have heard from senator orrin hatch and certainly over the next few days and 
coming weeks we will continue to hear from a number of political figures those who may have considered 
themselves allies those who may have certainly not considered themselves an ally of senator ted kennedy 
but as we just heard from keith it certainly does speak volumes as to the level of impact and also respect that 
he had from so many different individuals who clearly may have held very different opinions about him 
personally and also politically brian yeah i promise you and uh it will not be pleasant or happy to watch oran 
hatch will be among those the most busted up over the days to come even though the inevitability of this uh 
this this was uh in in finality no surprise uh one of his closest friends in the u.s senate of course there's 
always chris dodd of the state of connecticut who lost control of his emotions in just discussing the senator's 
illness the day after the nation learned of it and to extend the point that michael and keith were making when 
you think back to the black and white live television coverage that sad sad day when we just we thought our 
nation had just fallen to pieces after the death of president kennedy in dallas texas the funeral in washington 
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dallas texas the funeral in washington dc those little children only one of whom survives today caroline 
kennedy there was no knowing on that day at that time of course it was the last thing we were thinking about 
frankly that the kennedy that would be in command of the public eye the dominant kennedy in this nation in 
terms of public service and name recognition would be ted walking behind that casket and that sad group 
that included world leaders extended members of the kennedy family chief among them of course widow 
jacqueline kennedy onassis later named jacqueline kennedy onassis and and that's one of the surprises of 
the past few decades in in public life a lot of republicans will join with their democratic friends in remembering 


this man over the next few days and certainly politics tom brokaw there is never a shortage of surprises 
when we are talking about politics and certainly so many of us as we talk about the death of senator kennedy 
though not surprised because we knew that this was a day that was certainly going to have to come after 
being diagnosed with that malignant brain tumor in 2008 it is still nevertheless very difficult to to have that 
final goodbye to to know that it is definite there will no longer be a a lion of the senate and at least not 
encompassed in the way that we know as of senator ted kennedy but tom i i do want to speak to you with 
regards to your extensive coverage that included not only senator kennedy but the family in general can you 
in any way kind of give us a sense as to who may be who may become the new patriarch if you will of the 
kennedy family now well that's very hard i think to say with any sense of 


01:08:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=EAY54k4tfP1&t=4081s 





i think to say with any sense of certainty i think that this generation of his nephews and nieces will as i said 
earlier will stay in public service in one form or another either stay in the congress as his son has or run for 
office or stay in the public arena in other ways of their own choosing and that includes you know the shriver 
boys who continue the legacy of their mother eunice and special olympics and the work that is uh done by 
any number of ethel's children in the environment or of the areas of great interest to them whether they're in 
chicago or or in the washington dc area i do think it's that we would be remiss and not having some memory 
of ted's great raucous sense of humor when michael was talking about him running for the senate for the first 
time at the age of 30 there is a wonderful story about him being at a rally and a truck driver at the back of the 
crowd yelling out teddy kennedy they tell me you've never worked a day in your life and the audience was 
stunned and of course kennedy was quickly trying to come up with an answer that because he'd not work 
today in his life and before he could respond the truck driver said don't worry about it platie you haven't 
missed a thing and said he would you know love that story as much as anybody else and there there is a 
story that i think can be told in these circumstances now when tim russet died now more than a year ago it 
was such stunning news not just to those of us who were his close friends and colleagues but of course to 
the rest of the country senator kennedy had already been diagnosed with what turned out to be a terminal 
disease and he was very close to tim and maria was visiting senator kennedy and vicki in hyannisport 
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senator kennedy and vicki in hyannisport and vicki and it's understandable why she'd say something like this 
they were all quite stunned and finally vicki said well at least he went swiftly and his family didn't have to 
suffer and teddy roared with laughter and said well thanks a lot vicki thanks a lot and then the whole room 
broke up so there were you know innumerable moments like that in which senator kennedy's great sense of 
humor often self-deprecating would release the tension in a room when people would feel free to go forward 
so it's hard to say which of the nephews and nieces will rise to this half but you know i was a young man 
when senator jack kennedy first began to run for the presidency and i remember thinking at the time i wonder 
if there will be a bobby kennedy in the white house and then the ted kennedy in the white house neither of 
them was able to make it for different sets of circumstances but i i don't think i was able to foresee at that 
time what a large role the entire extended family would play in the lives of this country and so often in 
tragedy i don't think that we ought to think of this stuff however as a tragic death he had a full life in the last 
year he's been in close close touch with his family members and he has left an indelible in front of the 
country we just received a statement from speaker of the house nancy pelosi the statement in part reads ted 
kennedy's dream of quality health care for all americans will be made real this year because of his leadership 
and his inspiration keith oberman who continues to join us live on the line this morning we spoke not too long 
ago of the letter that senator ted kennedy sent to governor deval patrick of 
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sent to governor deval patrick of massachusetts to consider a change of succession as we mentioned earlier 
the letter did not make any reference to his illness but it was it was clear was certainly implied that senator 
kennedy's concern centered around making sure that the state had two senators that they had two voices 


that they had two votes and we know one of his most passionate initiatives was that of health care reform 
and here we are as senator excuse me as speaker pelosi in part of her statement she says ted kennedy's 
dream of quality health care for all americans will be made real this year because of his leadership and his 
inspiration suggesting that even in his death he will continue to inspire many people who are supportive of 
change when it comes to health care the timing fits into this thread christina of the the kennedy family having 
great plans obviously joseph kennedy senior having great plans for his sons and each individually pursuing 
goals and destiny having quite a different idea of what was to happen that the the survivor of the group uh for 
reasons that i guess tom alluded to really saw his chances of the presidency first diminished and perhaps 
eliminated and was thus thrust into this role in the senate for nearly 47 years where as we suggested he 
became one of the great historic figures in the history of the the us senate for all time the the idea that that 
this attempt that he had been backing for year after year and decade after decade to reform the health care 
system should have been reaching its political climax at least in this go-around at this hour in this month in 
this year and and and will be affected positively or negatively will certainly 
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positively or negatively will certainly be affected by his passing that he was not going to be there for the vote 
seemed more and more evident as the last few weeks have unfolded and the various reports had come 
through about his deteriorating condition and obviously that letter had come through we don't know how 
massachusetts is going to deal with the practicalities of this the law was in fact changed recently so that 
there would not be an immediate appointment upon the vacating of the office and now the office is vacated 
then there is a practical need from the democratic point of view for every single vote and yet on the other 
hand as speaker pelosi suggests clearly there will be as you know over the weekend the senator hatch and 
senator mccain invoked senator kennedy's name in a suggestion that if he had been there for the 
negotiations the negotiation process between the two parties would have been quite a different thing they 
have already invoked senator kennedy in absentia and obviously the democrats will do so too what that 
means practically in terms of the votes in the senate is a an issue best obviously left for a time other than 
these immediate hours after the passing but it is just again part of that thread the kennedys had one set of 
plans and history and destiny changed those plans in ways that were unimaginable and in senator kennedy's 
case and probably in a way in which he had as i suggested earlier more influence than any of the better 
known members of his family are better known as as of 45 years ago an extraordinary life story and playing 
in the sort of immediacy that that this kennedy has always had in the public eye since his arrival in the senate 
in 1962 it has been one thing after another right in the forefront of american politics and even in these hours 
after his passing he is in the forefront of american politics now in a memorial sense brian williams joining us 
live and continuing to give us insight and detail as we cover this breaking news story the death 
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cover this breaking news story the death of senator ted kennedy you know brian we were speaking earlier 
and as we talk about senator ted kennedy's death we certainly cannot ignore so many of the triumphant 
triumphant victories that he had in his life as well and there and there are so many there are very there are 
countless examples in which uh senator ted kennedy emerged the victor uh not only politically but but also 
personally uh you know i cannot help but ignore for example just the fact that he he fought a disease for as 
long as he did that when we first reported of the diagnosis of this tumor there was a great sense that perhaps 
the end was much nearer than the 15 months later that we are right now which is a real a real statement to 
his his vigor his vitality and his and his fight for all things whether it be in health care whether it be in some 
other political form or or fighting this battle against cancer well that's right and i think in the days to come 
americans who haven't stepped back and counted up the pieces of legislation that bear his stamp will be 
reminded of the parts of american life if you look at it in a capra ask way if there hadn't been a ted kennedy in 
the senate you could even go back and ask if there hadn't been the tragedy of chappaquiddick if he hadn't 
returned to the senate deciding to buckle down and do the work of the senate what would like life have been 


like things like family and medical leave things like americans with disabilities act it is said that his name and 
stamp are officially on what something like 350 senate bills that became law but you'd find on closer 
inspection it's it's wider than that he did something very interesting in the senate there 


01:18:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=EAY54k4tfP1&t=4681s 





very interesting in the senate there were committees he had a seat on committees with a larger public profile 
but he did most of the kind of grinding legislative work as part of what was known for most of its years as 
labor and human resources a decidedly unsexy committee in the u.s senate but a very shrewd and smart 
move because it had tentacles in so many parts of american life he hired staffers with names like carrie 
parker a legendary figure in washington d.c not known outside the beltway with names like now justice 
stephen breyer a former kennedy staffer he was known for hiring the the smartest people surrounding 
himself finding the expert in the field being well briefed ready for hearings but again this was in the years 
where he decided his home was in the senate one of the two places in the world that made him the happiest 
the other was nantucket bay out in the atlantic ocean on his beloved sailboat truly his natural state we have 
michael beschloss on the line as well presidential historian michael you have written somewhere around i 
think it's nine books if i'm correct how would you even begin to bookend senator ted kennedy it seems to me 
that it would be an encyclopedia set well i think that's right and starting with the great point that brian williams 
made at the end of his life his big goal in politics was comprehensive health care reform and i think the 
stories have been told i think reliably that when he talked to barack obama early last year about endorsing 
obama at a climactic point of the democratic primary race but one thing he said to obama it is said is you 
know i want to endorse you but i want to assure myself that if you're elected that that one of your big 
priorities in your first year as president 
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first year as president is going to be health care reform whether or not obama had intended to do that 
anyway that's come to pass so oddly enough if you're telling this life as a story it could be that his passing at 
this moment has sort of his final impact on history because here it happens at a moment where health care 
reform is you know really at a crossroads right now we have david gregory joining us of the law joining us on 
the line moderator of meet the press we heard earlier this morning david of ted Kennedy's name bringing the 
subject of attention as part of the the health care debate but senator ted kennedy's name is certainly a name 
that's synonymous with so many other things beyond that of just health care reform can you right now david 
just kind of give me a sense as to you know your thoughts and your feelings after hearing of his passing this 
morning well i guess what i think about is just how large the impact is and i think health care is a place that a 
lot of people will start this morning and in the hours and the days to come because of how huge the void has 
been having ted kennedy sidelined during this debate some of his closest friends in the senate like orrin 
hatch of utah like chris dodd of connecticut has said that he's been part of the debate that he's been 
checking with them that he's made his voice heard but increasingly it wasn't hurt increasingly he was on the 
sidelines and not part of it and that void was felt in a huge way by this white house as it was struggling to get 
the message out and struggling to make this a bipartisan effort you know the line on ted kennedy going back 
to when he first showed up in the senate when his brother was president was that he knew how to work this 
process he knew how to work the institution he knew how to get a republican at least one on board with the 
legislation that he was pursuing it was tactics it was strategy but it was also 
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but it was also what needed to be done to achieve some of the goals and health care uh would be one that 
would be a huge goal that eluded him and his career in washington but civil rights would be another area that 
was so very important to him so i think the the reach of ted kennedy as a public servant the the reach uh as a 
kennedy as such a critical member of this family that had such a a role in american history is you know 
what's going to be absorbed over the hours and days and weeks to come brian williams joining us now we 
heard from the presidential historian michael beschloss talking about the fact that it would be very very 


difficult to attempt to perhaps write one book if you will about senator kennedy and the the kennedy uh family 
uh and i can only imagine that it would be difficult to kind of put your your your finger on one story or one 
antidote but if you can brian is there is there that one story or that one antidote that that one conversation in 
particular that kind of sticks out in your head that you engaged in with senator kennedy well i agree with tom 
that what should not be lost in this is i'll put it another way his his irishness he he was a an irishman every 
inch and that meant storyteller uh he never met a song he didn't try to at least hop on and ride to the 
conclusion if not conquer he was the life of the party indeed to a fairly well and to a fault at some points in his 
life remember after the william kennedy smith case in florida time magazine wrote a stinging and and 
devastating piece that talked about his they used the word 
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talked about his they used the word grotesque image paraphrasing the feeling of local people there it said 
that uh that when those words in that publication carried more weight perhaps than they do today was one of 
the motivating factors that led him to a change in his life but a story he uh a one-time family joke that long 
ago went public that i'm quite sure maria shriver is absolutely sick of hearing but ted kennedy told in enough 
quasi public gatherings that it can be repeated at this hour he always joked about when maria met her future 
husband of course our former colleague at nbc news the first lady the state of california maria shriver they 
ted joked that he told his mother the late rose kennedy you'll love maria maria's boyfriend arnold smith the 
implication of course being that the surname schwarzenegger would have thrown the matriarch for an 
absolute loop and he would every time he told this story usually to a dinner audience usually late in the 
evening it would bust up the crowd even if some of them were on their second and third telling to huge 
guffaws and the last time i heard him say it i was actually at a dinner with several people senator kennedy 
and tim russert among them it was one of tim's favorites and it was that kind of sparkling irish irish storyteller 
and a guy who certainly loved life and squeezed as much as he could out of it that a lot of his friends and 
colleagues will be remembering in the days to come i want to share a statement that we just received this 
statement coming from president bush of the first president bush george h.w bush the 41st president the 
statement says in part barbara and i were deeply saddened to learn ted kennedy lost his valiant battle with 
cancer while we didn't see eye to eye on many political issues through the years i always respected his 
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through the years i always respected his steadfast public service so much so in fact that i invited him to my 
library in 2003 to receive the bush award for excellence in public service the statement continues and says a 
leader who answered the call to duty for some 47 years and whose death closes a remarkable chapter in 
that body's history i want to go to keith olbermann now and i want to draw your attention to an article that was 
written a few months ago about the book last lion and in this article chris saliza washington post columnist 
talks about the authors stating that in 1961 the patriarch opined the patriarch obviously being dad joe 
kennedy opined that ted was the most attractive politically of the brothers the best looking and the best 
speaker though not as smart as the rest and of course they go on to talk about joe kennedy's dry wit and 
what have you but after receiving this statement from former president bush commending the many years of 
service that senator ted kennedy contributed that we know now the longest serving senator 47 years he 
certainly didn't do too bad when you compare that to the statement that his father had made many many 
years ago when trying to predict if he will be the political future of his sons well the old the old cliche goes 
christina that if you can look into the seeds of the future until which will grow and which will not um you are 
you are gifted um with a site that most people could never dream of having none of us have that and 
certainly joe kennedy senior could not have had that the the the idea and this is not to be flip about what 
happened to uh john f kennedy or robert f kennedy that's it's not to be flippa about that at all but even if there 
had never been those two figures or they had not been in 
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two figures or they had not been in american politics or they had not met the awful fates that they met that 
scarred the nation let alone that family even without them ted kennedy was the definition politically and in 
terms of life of a survivor but we're thinking about this this last year at the beginning of his senatorial career 
nearly such this awful plane crash that saw him carried out uh on a stretcher and and and on his back for 
months on end uh a near-fatal plane accident in in the mid-60s not long after his his uh arrival at this in the 
senate the the the consequences of what happened at chappaquiddick are far more political and certainly for 
mary jo kopechne were far more fatal obviously but there were injuries connected to that and certainly there 
was a belief at that point that perhaps senator kennedy's political career was over let alone his aspirations to 
be president the the pursuit of the democratic nomination in 1980 while not a physical act of survival certainly 
was considered something threatening to his tenure given that it failed and and president carter was re- 
nominated it was a question of of survival again i think at the point that uh that was just raised about that 
awful magazine article and throughout this was ted kennedy's durability was not merely a function of him 
being returned time and time again by some sort of easy constituency in massachusetts he did not rest on 
that he took many chances and fate threw many curveballs at him and when we consider the fact that this 
you know this this was this ended with something as as as horrible sounding as brain cancer and yet our last 
public memories of him will be the ones on the screen now the 
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the ones on the screen now the endorsement of obama last year the the performance in denver the rumors 
that spread around about the nature of his trip to the convention in denver last year a year ago almost to the 
week where he was supposedly in such awful condition just for the for the ordeal of traveling with the with 
where he was and he came out and gave a speech that was as good as anything delivered in politics in 2008 
in a year of monumentally historic speeches and and that last perhaps uh national uh focused image of his 
attendance beaming um under the uh under the frigid sunny skies of the of the capital on the 20th of january 
this year this this was a story of survival made even more uh historic and inspiring in many serious apolitical 
ways by the context of of what happened so many tragedies afflicting not merely his life but that of the entire 
family i think former president bush hits one of the nails right on the head here in that statement david 
gregory joins us on the line moderator of meet the press as we talk about senator kennedy's ability to survive 
as we talk about his ability to overcome countless trials david is it correct to characterize perhaps his last at 
least public political move being that move of sending the letter to governor patrick last week that letter to 
consider a change of succession to ensure that massachusetts would certainly have two senators delivering 
their voice delivering that vote or was there something else perhaps that was going on behind the scenes 
over this past year that can be credited to senator kennedy's of movements or was his energy truly focused 
solely focused on his recovery 
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solely focused on his recovery well i think there's no question that his succession letter that came out in this 
past week was certainly a sign not only of his declining condition which people have talked about um in more 
urgent tones in the past couple of weeks especially since he didn't go to his sister eunice shriver's funeral it 
was said because he didn't want to be a spectacle of any kind and he felt that he would be because of the 
impacts of the medication and because of his generally declining condition but people that i know who have 
spoken to him in the past couple of weeks have reported that he can have a very good conversation and that 
he's had periods of lucidity during the day it's just that the impact of the medication had it had its impact but 
look the fact that he was so focused on this health care debate says it all i mean he first took up health care 
back in 1966 is an animating cause of his legislative career so he wanted to be part of this and he was part 
of it he was part of the discussions senator mccain senator hatch two good friends of his talked about it this 
past weekend senator hatch on meet the press that he felt the impact was to be so large of a healthy ted 
kennedy on this debate so he wanted to make sure in the succession letter that his voice would continue to 
be heard you can look for governor patrick in massachusetts to try to get a successor in there quickly so if 
and when there is an important vote on health care as we move into september that ted kennedy's voice will 
be heard be heard loudly in support of what pres president obama is trying to do brian williams joining us 


now as well continuing to join us brian as we talk about senator kennedy and his lost battle to brain cancer to 
that malignant tumor that he was diagnosed with a year ago certainly cancer was no stranger to senator 
kennedy before before his own diagnosis his son 
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before his own diagnosis his son ed had been diagnosed with cancer and also his daughter cara had been 
diagnosed with lung cancer and i remember uh reading an article in which senator kennedy upset with the 
treatment that his then that his daughter was then receiving at the time pulled her out of the the the hospital 
that she was receiving treatment to go find another place that he thought was better equipped or better 
prepared to treat his daughter of course never knowing that he himself would have to undergo very vigorous 
treatments for cancer he was certainly no stranger to this terrible disease and certainly no stranger to 
becoming well informed and and and made that very clear as he as he fought this disease a disease that by 
most accounts typically claims the person's life within weeks if not months following diagnosis yet here we 
are a year and a half later well that's right he had a daughter who is a survivor of small cell lung cancer as 
you mentioned ted jr has walked with a prosthesis for a leg for many many years this was a rich guy from a 
prominent american family in massachusetts who always said about himself as you hear from many of the 
100 members of the u.s senate i have the very best health care that's not the point i'm in this for the in effect 
average american the average american consumer of health care most especially the under and uninsured 
there is a speech that ted kennedy gave at a mid-term party conference in 1978. we're going to be running a 
snipping of it a snippet of it tonight on nightly news that first of all could be given today word for word the 
argument hasn't changed and second 
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the argument hasn't changed and second as an ancillary political matter anyone at that conference anyone 
watching news coverage of it would have known in 1978 that we had a challenger for an incumbent sitting 
democratic president uh jimmy carter that ted kennedy had anger welling up inside him at what he saw of his 
fellow democrat more conservative southern democrat the relative political unknown almost still at that time 
jimmy carter and it was all there the seeds of the current debate as david points out started for ted kennedy 
as a real public championed issue in 1966 went on until his heart stopped beating late last night michael 
beschloss who has also been joining us this morning a presidential historian you know as we talk about 
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